The Errors and Miſchiefs of Popery 
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Hoh Sheriff of the County of Tork. 
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SIR, .ͤ -é— 
18 ſo well acquainted with your 

 Goodne ſs, a and ſeiſible iof your | 
Friendſhip, that I make no doubr bur 
you will favourably accept what, I am 
ſure, is well meant. I think it the Duty 
of every Man to do all that lies in his 2 
tower at this Time, in behalf of our 
Rights and Privileges, Civil and Sacred. 
It is needleſs to obſerve, that You are 
aſtinguiſhed for your Zealand Con- 
fancy in the Support and Defence of 
our excellent Conſtitution, and your 

£ Inviolable 


£3 


Inviolable Attechmaic- to ot Beſt of 
Kings. Nay the ſame Spirit ſpread 
wide, and become univerſal, to the 
entire Confuſion of all the Enemies of 
our Peace and Happineſs. And that 
You may long live the Delight of 
your Friends, and a Bleſſing to your | 
Pour; is the ny Wiſh of, 


 *%. MA n 
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Worthy SIR, 
_ 175 7 4 
Tour abliged, and 
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| Row. Chap I, FR former rt. 
Who A the 7 ruth of God Into 4 Lie. 


N fe. Verſes immediately, before 
the Text, the Apoſtle reaſons againſt 
the idolatrous Gentiles, who had 
made ſuch ill uſe of the Powers 
and Faculties of their Minds, that 
ä notwithſtanding all the Evidences 
of the divine PerfeQions, abundantly diſplayed 
to every careful and intelligent Obſerver, in the 
Frame and Conſtitution of Nature, they had 
vilfully corrupted themſelves, forgot God, and 
neglected to pay unto him that rational Homage | 
which is due; becauſe that which may be known 
of God is manif felt in them — 112 God ha ath ſbewed 
it unto them, for the: inviſible Things of 14. from 
the Creation of the World, arè | clearly ſeen, 
bring underſtood by the Things Which, ars made, 
even his eternal 7 — and Godhead; ſo that 
they are without {ixcuſe, becauſe chat when 
they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
reit her were thankful, but became vain in their 
Imaginations, and thrir fooliſh Heart was 
darkned, And, as if a bare negative Wicked - 


nels was not ſufficient, they ſet up a falſe Wor- 
i (hip 


af 4, ee 2 4 1 Oe ir 

: 2 2 and creeping Things who 
changed the Truth of Cod into a Lie, and wor- 
ſoipped and fenden the Creature, more than 
ihe Creator, is A205 for er. T3 

From theſe Words I ſhall take occaſion to 2 
in general of the Errors a6d Milchicfs of Poper 
and (without cotifming myſelf to the Angle b. 
ject of Idolatry) fall Acgtibn and | U ſuch 
of their Abiiſes in 1 I hope will 


The Taps; have "rune rbb Truth of Ge 


| Religion I'ths Gy of . Native; the 
0 oper Ohannel Gf Communication betwixt the 
Ereature' and the Creabor; by which the Soul 
may be cultivated into an heavenly Temper and 
Aivine Likeneſs; by this Help 2 thay every 
Day become more and tore perfeRt in Virtue, 
and advance nearer to the great Original of all 
Perfection, till we obtain a compleat Felicity in 
the Enjoyment'sf God. But, alas! How fre- 
quently and how fatally” ra Mankind been 
miſtaken in this great Affair? How ready have 
they been to encourage Impoſture, and embrace 
a falſe Religion; anll how backward to receive 
the true? 'Or, if they did profeſs to believe it, 
| have not Ts Ws willingly debaſed and cor- 


ra ed it? 
$i The 


„„ % 7 
The far greateſt Part of Mankind were, for 


mary Ages, ſunk in the groſs Superſtition and 
Idolatry of Paganiſm, were loſt (except a very 
few of their Philoſophers, who. equally wanted 
Courage and Authority, to influence the People) 
in a profound Ignorance of God, and were juſtly 
blameable for the almoſt total Neglect of thoſe 
Duties which are only acceptable in his Sight. 
Such was the moral State of ' Mankind, when 
God of his infinite Goodneſs faw fit to publiſh 
the Goſpel Scheme: And*ſuch- was the Character 
of its divine Author, ſuch the Temper and Be- 
havigur of his immediate Followers, the firſt Pro- 
moters and Defenders of it, and ſuch the Inſtitu- 
tion itſelf, ſo worthy of God, ſo uſeſul to Men, in 
every reſpect ſuited to their (preſent imperfect 
State, and the Truth of its Doctrines and Au- 
thority of the Miſſion, fo undeniably proved 
by the moſt ſurpriſing and beneficent Miracles, 
atteſted by Multitudes of Perſons of undoubted 
Credit, in ſuch Circumſtances that they them- 
ſelves could not be deceiyed, and had no poſſible 
Intereſt to deceive others; in this caſe one would 
readily conclude, that every one who boaſted 
the noble Privilege of Reaſon, ſhould, not only 
regcive it, but act up to its Rules. But tho 
great Numbers were at the Beginning converted 
to the Faith, and Nations ſoon began to diſtin- 
guiſn themſelves by the Name of Chriſtians, yet 
Mankind, as if reſol ved not to ſee their own Hap- 
pineſs, ſoon fell off both in Theory and Practice, 
from the Purity and Simplicity of the original 
Deſign. Notwithſtanding the hopeful Proſpect 
7B . which 


(WERE 

Which the early Ages of the Church afforded, in 

a little Time the Church of Rome began to act 

an haughty and tyrannical Part with reſpe& to 
all others; and not content to ſtop here, became 


to the laſt Degree corrupt both in Doctrine and 


Worſhip, and yet has the Aſſurance to maintain 
that itſelf is the only true Church on Earth, and 


moſt uncharitably brands all that differ from her 


with the odious Names of Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks; with what Reaſon, let every impartial 
Man judge, It is they who are juſtly guilty 
of Hereſy and Schiſm, by having diſguiſed Chri- 
ſtianity to ſuch a degree, that one can ſcarce 
_, diſcover the Lines or 'Traits of it in their 
Church, JJ 
But we ſhall inſtance in ſeveral Particulars, 
wherein the Papiſts have grievouſly corrupted 
the holy Religion of Jeſus. 
And the firſt that offers itſelf to our View is 
the Doctrine of the Pope's Supremacy, who calls 
himſelf Chriſt's Vicar, and ' God's Vice-gerent, 
and aſſerts, that all Biſhops “ hold their Autho- 
rity from him, and not from Jeſus Chriſt ; and 


that the only Epiicepacy of Divine Right is that 


of the Pope. What is this, but directly and im- 


pudently wreſting the Authority from the Hands 
of Chriſt himſelf, who is undoubtedly, the only 
Head, and King of the Church Univerſal? This 
is ſo ſar from being agreeable to Scripture, that 
it is directly contrary to it, It does not appear, 
the Apoſtle 'Poter ever pretended to ſuch Supe- 
riority over his Brethren ; nay, wo are told, St. 

n QF | Haul 

Vid. Juricu's Hil, of the Council of Trent. P. 416, 


„ 
Paul who was not behind the Chief of the Apo- 


les, withſtood Peter to the Face, becauſe he 


was to be blam'd. 

The next Thing is their Doctrine of Infa/li- 
bility, which ſeems ſome Way connected with 
the former; for no doubt it is highly reaſon- 
able and fit, that the ſupreme Head of the 
Church ſhould be infallible : But on a ſerious 
Examination, this will be found to be like the 


other, groundleſs and Antichriſtian. By this 


they underſtand a Power of deciding in Ar- 
ticles of Faith, of determining difficult Queſtions 
in Divinity, and interpreting Scripture without 
a Poſſibility of being miſtaken or deceived, and 
conſequently that all Chriſtians, are bound in 
Conſcience to ſubmit to their Decrees. This is 
what they all maintain to be ſome where or other 


in their Church, tho' they none of them know 


where to place it; and what ſignifies an Infalli- 
bility unleſs we know where it was lodg'd ? 
Some place it in the Pope alone, (as the Ph uits, 
who aſſert, the Pope is infallible both in Articles 


of Faith and Matters of Fact) ſome in a general 


Council, others neither in the Pope nor Council, 


that if God had left ſuch a Power of deci 
all Controverſies in his Church according to an 


but in both together. How can we W e 
ing 


inf illible Rule, he would have leſt us at a Loſs 


where to find it? And ſo difficult, it ſeems, it is 


to fix, that the ſtiffeſt Patrons and Defenders of 


this wild Opinion cannot themſelves agree about 
it; Now ſince they themſelves differ to widely, 
and one learned Doctor ſays it is here, and ano- 


cher 


Fa 


ther contradicts him and ſays it-is there; in order 
to find out the Trath I muſt of Neceſſity uſe 
my Reaſon in the Search; and if I do ſo ina 
Matter of that: great Laportance, why ſhall I not 


( 10 5 ; 3 


2 the me on every other Subject? Indeed 
_ whole Affair 4s angie with Abſurdities and 
tradictions; for if as ſome pretend, an Infal- 


libility is 


in the Pope alone, as the Suc- 


ceſſor of St Peter, and to whom is deliver'd the 
Power of the Keys; what monſtrous and abſurd 


Conſc eee ee from-hence ? For ſome 


Popes | have been Heretieks by the Accounts of 


their own Writers, and erroneous, | both in Prac- 


tie and 


Opinion, 


and it ſeems ſtrange that a Man 


ſhould be inyeſted with ſo great a Power, whoſe 
weak and vicious Character has been a Scandal 


* 
' - even to that miſtaken Religion. Some of them 


in their-/Neerees have . themſelves, 
and moſt of them their Predeceſſors; there have 


been ſeveral Popes at a Time, all of them-claim- 


ing this infallible Authority, and making Ule of 
it againſt cach other. Again, if Infallibility be 
lodg'd in general Councils we ſhall find ourſelves 


as much perplex'd as ever; for not to mention 


that the Thing itſelf is abſurd, and that there 
never was, nor can be, a general. Conncil of all 
the Divines in the Chriſtian World;; (for that is 
the only true Senſe of the Word) nothing has 


been more common than for Councils to condemn 


each: other. and liberally denounce Damnation to 
all that differed from them. One general Coun- 
cil has — one Thing, another the con- 


* 


ary 
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5 8 73 
trary *. One Council has depoſed a Pope, ano- 
ther has reſtored him. Or ſetting afide all other 
Arguments, is it probable that a Number of 
Men, all acknowledg'd to be fallible; and it is 
likely not the moſt: diſtinguiſ d for their good 
Senſe or Learning, or Virtue, ſhould, when met 
together, become infallible ? But to come to the 
aft Notion of an Infallibility, ſappoſing it to 
ſabliſt in the Pope ahd Council jeintly; but 
what if they ſhould differ? Perhaps it may be 
atgucd they never wil, but Experience ſuffici- 
ently evinces the contrary. It is well known 
with regard to their laſt pretended! general Coun- 
cl, that of Trent, that nothing was - decreed 
there but what was firſt approved of at Nome; 
nay, ſcarce any Thang ſuffered to be debated, or 
y Queftion' pat; without the Coneurrence of 
the Pope and his Cabal; ſo much were its Con. 
ſtituent Members the Creatures of the Roman 
Pontiff; for all the Methods of Bribery and Cor- 
ruption, of Promiſes and Threats, and all Sorts 
of Contrivances, were made. uſe of, to allure and 
zwe the Fathers to purſue the Meafares of the 
Court of Rome. Thus did they go into Council 
and invoke the Holy Ghoſt to give them Light, 
when at the ſime Time they were determin'd to 
vote as beft ſuited with their own Views and In- 
tereſts; yet to preſerve the Appearance of a di- 
vine Aid and heavenly Influence, in all their 
Decrees they made Uſe of this Preamble, 7; 
ſeemeth govd anto the Holy Ghoft and us. This 
43 was 5 1 | | 1 Account 
»The. fecond Council of Conſantinople condemn'd the Worſi 
of Images, and the ſecond Council of Nice approved it. K. 


"Þ 


( 12 9 f 
Account is abundantly confirm'd to us even by 
their own Hiſtorians . Does it not then plainly 
appear, that the Papiſts, and even ' the Popes 
themſelves, notwithſtanding all their boaſted 
Infallibility, are yet liable to err like other Men, 
are wandering in a Wilderneſs of Uncertainty, 
are themſelves divided | into Sects and Parties 
that differ widely both in Matters of Faith and 
PraQtice, that hate and perſecute each other with 
a Degree of * and Fury which is only agree- 
able to that malignant Temper which their falſe 
Principles inſpire, tho they never fail every one 
of them to ply us with the ſtale Argument of 
our Diviſions, without conſidering what a ſbamo- 
* and impudent Cauſe they have taken upon 
them to 1 0 They likewiſe, agrecable to 
the former Principle, deny the Right of private 
Judgment, in all Things that relate to Religion, 
which is an unalienable Right, a Privilege which 
God and Nature'has given us, and which it is 
our Duty to exerciſe ; By this Means they de- 
baſe' Human Nature, leſſen the Dignity of the 
rational Powers, and almoſt ſet us on a Level 
with the Brutes that periſh. But this very well 
ſerves their Purpoſe, for they ſay that Jgnorance 


is the Mother of Devotion, and the leſs Men 


think and uſe their Reaſon, they become fitter 
Subjects for deſigning Men to work on. For the 
ſame Reaſon they lock up the ſacred Treaſures 
of Scripture, from the common People, leſt, as 


they pretend, they ſhould make an ill Uſe of 


them; 


* Father Pau“ liſt, of the Council of Trent, Dupin's Eecleſi- 
altical Hiltory, 25 | | 


(.,.43 
them; but we are differently inſtructed by our 
Saviour, who adviſes the Jews, ſearch the 
S&riptures, for in them ye think yo have eternal 
Life, and they are they which teſtify of me. 
The Bereans are commended for being of a more 
noble or generous Spirit, for ſearching the Strip- 
tures cath Ken bi thoſe Things were ſo, which 
even the Apoſtles themſel ves related. And cer= 
tainly every honeſt Man will think it his Duty 
to try the Spirits whether they are of God ; 
and whatever Miſtakes we may be liable to as 
Men and imperfe& Creatures, there is the great- 
eſt Reaſon to hope we ſhall not fall into any 
fundamental Errors, ſince we are told, that 7 
any Man will do his Will he ſhall know of tho 
Doctrine whether it be of God, If then I diſ- 
cover upon an impartial Inquiry, that an Infalli- 
bility is no where to be found, why ſhall I not 
uſe the Privileges of Reaſon, and maintain that 
rh in which Chriſt himſolf has made mo 
res. . 
The Seriptures of the Old and New Teſtament 
are the only perſect Rule of Faith and Manners 
but the Paviſts have numberleſs unwritten Tra- 
ditions, handed down as they pretend from Age 
to Age in the Church, which tho' in themſelves 
childiſh and ſuperſtitious, abſurd and ridiculous, 
nay often impious and blaſphemous, they pro- 
els to regard equally with the Scriptures, and in 
hat do pay a much greater Reſpect to them; 
and the Uſe they make of them is notoriouſſy 
bad, to miſtepreſent and explain away the ſacred 


Writings, to averturn all true Religion, and 
eſtabliſh 


| „ 
eſtabliſh an unreaſonable and nnnatural Autho- 
mw IP the Ruins of the civil and religious 
Libertics of Mankind; that what was ſaid of 
the J e Phariſees may with equal Juſtice be 
applied to them; my make the Word of God of 
none / elt by their raditions, And how dan- 
rons it is to add to it, or diminiſh it, appears 
from Rev. xxii. 18, 19. If any Man ſhall ad 
unto theſe Things, God fh1ll add unto him the 
Plaques that are written in this Book , and if 
any Man ſhall take away from the Words of 
the Root of this Prophecy, Cod fball tako away 
his Part out of the Book of Life, and out of the 
Ha City, and from the Things which are writs 
ten in this Book, Which Words, tho' they re- 
late more immediately to the Bouk of the Reve- 
lation, yet they may be applied with equal Rea- 
ſoa to the whole Canon of Scripture. As to the 
reſt of their particular Doctrines and Practices, 
and the Miſchiefs that attend them, they are al- 
moſt innumerable, but I ſhall only mention a 
few of them, if poſſible, to create ih the Minds 
of Men a juſt Abhorrence of that falſe and partial 
Religion, ors 
The Council of Trent, fticks not to curſe all 
thoſe who n, that ſacramental Confeſſion, 
was ordaind by Divine Right, and is by the 
Tame Right, neceſſary to Salvation ; but this 
is directly contrary to Scripture, where we find 
the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs, annex'd to the Con- 
ſeſſion of the fincere penitent unto God alone, 
As the Pſalmiſt, I ſaid, I will confeſs my Trans 
grelſtons unto the Lord, and thon forgaveſt the 
1 Iniquity 


( 18 ). 

Iniquity of my Sin. And the Apoſtle John, that 
if we confeſs our Sins, he is FE) ůul and juſt ta 
forgive us our Sits, aud to 29 60 us [rom all 
' wnrightemuſneſs. We are indeed, ad vis d, to 
c eſs our "ins, one 10 another, and to pray 
one for another, the Duty ot which, in many 
Caſès, no one can deny; but the Ramanijts con- 
tend for the ablolute Neceſſity of coofelling all 
our Sins, within the Compals of our Memories, 
to the Pricſt, in order to obtain from him, a pe- 
nary Abſolution ; this is no better than invad- 


ing the Prerogative of God; fur who Can for- 


give Sins, but Cod alone? His Miniſters have 
no Power to forgive Sins, in an abſolute Senſe; 
only by declaring that Gorgivenets to re- 
peniting Sinners, upon the Goſpel Terms, and by 
applying the Means appointed to that End, viz. 
the Word of God, the Sacraments, and Prayer. 


As for the Buſineſs of Peanance, as an. 


by them, it is a ſhameſul! Abuſe, and Impoſitiony 
upon the common Senſe of Mankind, by which 
they pretend to free Men from the Guilt of vin, 
and cure them of their ſpiritual Maladies, by ap- 
pointing them certain tedious, unmeaning, De voti- 
ons, certain Labours of the Body, or inflicing ex- 
ternal Puniſhments. Indeed, as to the Buſineſs of 
auricular Conſeſſion, it muſt be own'd to be a 
fine Contrivance, to get acquainted with the Se- 
crets of Men's Hearts, the private Buſineſs of 
particular Families, and the Affairs of Nations; 
of which they are ſure to make a wonderlul 
Handle, to promote their own Intereſt, and Ad- 
vantage: But the worſt Conſequence is, that 

C 2 unthinking 


Pd 
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unthinking Men are hereby encourag'd in all 
Immorality and Wickedneſs, whilſt they are apt 
to imagine they may live as they pleaſe, aid 
that they can at any Time obtain a full. 
Pardon from their Sins, without the leaſt Trou- 
ble of Repentance, and at the Hour of Death, 
a full Paſſport, and ſafe Conduct to Heaven, from 
the Hands of their Prieſts. | 
As for their Lembus Patrum, to which they 
would have us believe our Saviour deſcended, to 
deliver the impriſon'd Souls of the antient Fa- 
thers, it wants both Scripture and Reaſon to 
ſupport it: It is plain, that Article of the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, He deſcended into Hell can mean no 
more, than that he*went unto the other World. 
But the Doctrine of Purgatory is yet much 
more abſurd, and the Prayers for the Dead which 
ſeem a natural Conſequence of it. This con- 
duces not a little, to promote the Cauſe of Vice: 
For the People are taught to believe, that the 
Souls of all that die within the Pale of the holy 
Roman Church, however ungodly were their 
Lives here on Earth, ſhall deſcend no lower than 
Purgatoty, which, indeed, they allow to be a 
Place of 1 Puniſhment, but they have 
a ſure Remedy at Hand in the Prayers of good 
Chriſtians, eſpecially by the Maſſes perform'd 
for the dead, which never fail to be effectual, 
to deliver the tormented from thoſe Flames, and 

lodge them ſaſe in Abraham's Boſom. 
Another of their Abſurdiries, is their Doc- 
trine of Merit, which like every other peculiar 
Tenet of Popery, has its pernicious Conſequen- 
| ces 


E 
ces with feſpect to Virtue. Tho nothing ſhoutd 
be ſaid or done to leſſen Men's Opinion of the 
Neceſſity of good Works, ſince they are fo eſ- 
ſential to Chriſtianity, and make ſo great a Part 
of every truly religious Character; yet it muſt 
be own'd, the Papiſts have greatly corrupted 
the Doctrine of the New Teftament, by extol- 
ling good Works to ſuch an amazing Height, 
and eſteeming them even in the ſtrict Senſe of 
the Word meritorious. , Telling us, that, 
Works are the very Cauſe of Salvation, and that 
God would be unjuſt if he did not give us Hea- 
ven for them, This evidently tends to leſſen 
the apparent Neceſlity of Virtue, by ſetting too 
high a Value upon particular Acts *. But they 
carry the Thing much farther, by aſſerting, that 
the Merit of ome Man's Virtue may be ſo tranſ- 
ſerred to another who is himſelf void of Virtue, 
as to procure him the Pardon of his Sins, and 
make him acceptable to God. The Truth itſelf 
is clear, Our Saviour ſays, Te hal know them” 
by their Fruits; but ſuch is the Weakneſs of hu- 
man Nature, that the very beſt of us, may fit 
down with this Reflection when we have done 
all ; that we are unprofitable Servants, we have 
done what was our Duty to do; nay, that we 
have fallen infinitcly ſhort of it; but as Since- 
rity and not Perſection is expected of us here be- 

low, 
* Homo qui aliquando ſuit in gratid ra que fecit, 
meruit Abi 7 eee oped on ng Geol . fe. 
cund, _—_ 114. Art. 7. x 
Quolibet ac Charitate informato, Homo Beatitudinem meretur. 
Prima Parte, Quielt. 65. Art. 5. 


Homo poteſt aliquod modo, alteri mereri reparationem poft lapſum, 
ergo mulid magis fibi mereri poteſt, Prima ſecund. Quilt, 114. 
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low, our Hope of Acceptance has a 18 e Foun- 


datjon in the Merits of a Saviour, and the Pro- 
miſes of God, 

They maintain the Celibacy of Prieſts, under 
Notions of greater SanGity, and are at the ſame 
time guilty of all manner of Debaucheries. But 
if Holineſs is proſeſ d, no, ſuch Thing is intend- 
ed; the Reaſon of this Regulation, is to increaſe 
their Power by nniting them more cloſely into 


one Body under their common Head; to create 


a ſeparate Intereſt from that of the People, and 


thus make them independent of the civil Eſtab- 


liſhment where they live, 

They profeſs 4 voluntary Poverty, and yet 
none ſo greedy of Riches ds themſelves, nor take 
ſuch unmanly Method: to procure them. And 
eyery Body knows what Multitudes have been 
robbed of their Properties, and what immenſe 
Sums have been heaped up under pious Proten- 
coc, hut only to advance their own Power. 
They ſhew indeed great Zeal for their Church, 
but like the old Phariſees they compaſs. Sa 
- qnud Land to make one Profelyte, and when he 
ir made they make him two-fold more the Child 
of Hell, than tbomſelves. By I know not what 
unaccountable Mixture of Enthuſiaſm and Super- 
ſtition, artſully inſtilled into the new Converts, 
they uſually become determin'd Zcalots in a blind 
and ignorant Devotion. . 

Their religious Houſes of both Sexes and va- 
rious Orders, by the Conſeſſion of their own 
Writers, frequently ſhelter Idleueſs and Pride, 

under the falſe Names of Pieiy ard — 
| Many 


( 19.) 


Many of their Votaties while they 4 to ſeek 


only heavenly Pleaſures, it is to be feared, ate 
frequently ſunk in the very loweſt Degree of 
Senſuality. At beſt their monaſtic Rules tend 
to weaken and depoptilate a Country, and put it 
out of the Power of the pretenaed religious, to 
do good to others, and ſerve their Generation 


2 to the Will of God. It is quite miſ- 


taking the Ends of Nature, for we ſeem at pre- 
ſent rather made for Action than Contemplation; 
and there arc Duties owing to ourſelves and to 
Society, as well as to God ; and indeed ſuch is 
the mutual Cofinedion between them, that if 
we ate duly careful to fulfil the one, we can 
ſcarce fail of performing the other. To diſ- 
charge uniformly the various Duties of Life, and 
of Religion, which ariſe from our different Sta- 
tions and Circumſtances, from right Principles; 
dix. the Love of God and a real Senſe of Vir- 
tue, is far preferable, and moye likely to prepare 


us for the Perfection and Felicity of an after 


State, than a vain Attempt to live like Angels 
in a State of Trial. But farther, their Worſhip 


in an unknown Iongue, is another of thoſe fatal 


Miſchiefs to which the deluded Sons of the 


Church of Nome are expoſed. The Nature of 


Worſhip itſelf, and the Verfe&ions of that God 
who is the only Object of our religious Adora- 
tion, plainly prove the Abſurdity of this Practice. 
Bodily Wor ſbip profireth little, and empty 
Sounds cannot avail much; how ſhould the Feo- 
ple improve their Minds by unintelligible Jar- 


gon? Or how ſhould they become acceptable 


to 
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* to God, by praying to him in a Language the 
do not underſtand? This is dire! _ 4 
the Apoſtle's Rule, 1. Cor. 14. H, that ſpeak- 
eth in an unknown „ ee not unto 
Men but unto God, for no Ma 
bim, Ver. 2. And therefore if I know not the 
Meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be unto him that 
«ſpeaketh, a Barbarian, and he that ſpeaketh 
ſball be a Barbarian unto me, Ver. 11. Again, 
For if I pray in an unknown Tongue my Spirit 
— but my Underſtanding is unfruitful, 
Ver. 14 It is manifeſt that publick Worſhip in 
an unknown Tongue is condemned throughout 
this whole Chapter, where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the entire Service, and commands that all Things 
be done to edifying, which cannot be done if 
it is not perform d in a Language that is under- 
Another Inſtance of the Tmpurity of that Re- 
ligion is the Immorality of their Doctrine. Bel- 
larmine, their great Champion, affirms, an habi- 


tual Love of God is not neceſſary; others deny 


the Neceſſity of loving our Neighbour as our- 
| ſelves. By their Diſtinction of Venial and Mor- 
tal Sins, they make Way for all Sorts of Licen- 
tiouſneſs, -and deſtroy the Neceſlity of every 
Duty. Their looſe and abandon'd Principles of 
Policy are attended with all thoſe pernicious and 
malignant Conſequences, that can poſſibly have 

lace in Civil Government. They aſſert, that 

aith is not to be kept with Heretichs; they 


maintain the Doctrine of Equivocation and men- 
tal Reſervation, which cludes the Force of all 


Promiſes 


} 


n wunderſtand:th | 
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Fromiſes and Oaths whatever, and this not only 


in trifling Matters, but alto in Affairs of greateſt 
Conſequence, and in bearing Teſtimony in Courts 
of Judicature. Now this is ſtriking at the very 
Root of Socicty, for it is well known, that when 
Faith and Credit is deſtroyed, Society muſt be 
at an End, They aſſert, that an Heretick has 
no Right to any Juriſdiction, natural, civil or 
moral: That the Pope can he bound by no Oath 
whatever; that he has Power to deprive Here- 


tical mags of their Nominions, and that it is not 
ul but an indiſpenſible Duty, in the. 


only law | 
Subjects of ſuch Princes to reſiſt their Authority, 
and even take their Crowns from them. Nor do 
they vindicate open Rebellions only, but private 
Murders too. The baſe Aſſaſſinations of the 
Heurys of France were certainly contrived b 
the Court of Rome, perpetrated by Villains 
(whoſe pretended ſacred Order was, it ſeems, 
lufficient to ſanctify the Crime) and afterwards 
pubſickly vindicated. 


Their Doctrine about the Power of the Sa- 


craments (which by the way they have increaſed 
to a ſufficient Number, whereas our Saviour ap- 
pointed only two, and they have made ſeven) is 
greatly encouraging to Vice ; for they hold, that 
they actually confer Grace *, really cleanſe from 
., 
Sacro. Sanctum E uchariſtiæ Sacramentum Gratiam conferre ne- 
«farium oft, cum Chriſtum gui onnis Gratiæ Fons & Origo eft con- 
tineat. | | 
Sive in Euchariſtid id ex quo effectum habet, Chriftus ſcilicet & 
Paſſio ejus, five Uſus Sacramenti conſideretur, tjus Efſetureft æter- 
"s Fits Conſeguutiz, Sum. Theol. tertia Parte, Queſt. 79, 
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Sin, and procure Salvation, and that they are 
neceſſary to this End; yet it happens unluckily 
according to their own Account they muſt fail* 
in all theſe Reſpects, if the Intention of the 
Prieſt who adminiſters them be wanting. 

Nor muſt we paſs by their ſbameful Indul- 
gencies, not only to grant Impunity to ſuch as 
are guilty of the before mention'd Crimes of a 
political Nature, but to give a general Licence 
to Sin. : 5 | 

The Office of IndulgencesF, where certain 
Prices arc fixed, and thoſe not very exorbitant, 
for almoſt every Crime that can be committed, 
is the very Sink of Iniquity; Trading in the 
Breach of all Gods Laws, 'and a kind of Barter 
ſor Hell: as they are delignedly, and profeſſedly, 
calculated to make Vice fit caſy on the Mind, 
and reconcile it with a good Conſcience, to make 
a wicked Liſe compatible with Heaven, and ren- 
der the greateſt Immorality conſiſtent with the 
Character of a Chriſtian; ſo they imply a moſt 
Deviliſh uſe of that Power, which they arrogant- 
ly claim to forgive Sins. Monſtrous Iniquity ! 
{ſtrange Proſanation of the Name of Chriſt, and 
unacconntable Abuſe of his Holy Religion! againſt 
which J might argue farther, but it may be ſut- 

9 275 f ficient 
. Per quodlibet Sacramentum noa Legis, Homo recipit Gratian 

Jandlificantem. "Vertia Parte, Quielt. 62. 

Omnia Sacramenta ſunt de Neceſſitate Salutis, Tertia Parte, 
(Quolt, 65. | | | 

* Neceſlaria eft in Sacramentorum Adminiſlratione, Intentio Ad- 
miniftrantis, "Tertia Parte, Quæs. 64. | i 
, rugs ht forma cum [ntentione non conficitur Sacramentum. Miſ- 
"10 ON, 

1 Steele”s Eccles, Hiſt, P. 107. 
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ficient at preſent to obſerve, their Abuſe was ſo. 
glaring, as to cogtribute greatly to a Reforma» 
tion from that Impicty, which claims the Name, 
and would pals for Religion. 
| But to proceed, the Perfection of all Popiſh 
Doctrine is Tranſubſtantiation. A Doctrine ſo 
big with Monſtrous Abſurdities, that it is amaz- 
ing how the Reaſon of Men ſhould bend to receive 
it; or that a common ſhare of Modeſty ſhould 
ſuffer any to defend it. They aſſert that as ſoon 
as the Elements arc Conſecrated, they are inſtan- 
tancouſly Converted into the real Body and the 
real Blood of Chriſt ; nay, that every the ſmall- 
eſt * Particle of the Bread, and of the Wine, con- 
tains the whole of the Body and of the Blood of 
Jeſus. What glaring Contradictions! What im- 
pious Blaſphemy ! It is equally contrary to tne 
Dictates of Reaſon and I,vidence of Senſe, of all 
our Senſes, at all Times. If this Doctrine be 
true, it will follow, that one and the lame Body 
is capable of being in a thouſand Places at the 
lame Time; that the ſmalleſt Part is equal to the 
whole, and that there is more of Chriſt's Body, 
than would be equal to an hundred Bodies, If 
this be true, it deſtroys all our Evidences ſor thc 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and indeed for the 
Exiſtence and Perſections of God. What Evidence 
could be had, even when our Saviour liv'd up- 
on Earth, for the Reality of the Miracles which 
| he wrought, or for his Reſurrection itſelf, if the 
Con viction of all our Senſes will not be allowed 

; ſufficient ? 


* Sub utraque tamen [pecie, tx reali Concomitantia, totum Chriflum 
contineri, certi ima Hide tenendum et. Sum. Theol. Tertia Parte Qu t. 
70. 8 | | 
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ſufficient? This is the way to deftroy all natural 
Evidence and moral Certaintygand introduce an 
univerſal Pyrrhoniſm into the World. But as they 
ſpare no Pains to ſupport this Monſter of their 
own making; when all other Arguments fail, their 
laſt Reſource is in the Infallibility of the Church, 
and the Almighty Power of God, as for the. form- 
er, no doubt great Things are to be aſcribed to it; 
but with reſpect to the Power of God, in this 
Caſe, tho' it be in the trueſt Senſe of the word Al- 
mighty; yet things Metapbyſically impoſlible 
are not the Objects of Power. It is impoſſible for 
God to do any Thing inconſiſtent with the Per- 
fections of his Nature; and to attempt to recon- 
cile flat Contradictions, is an Inſtance of Weak- 

neſs, not of Power. 
But farther, 2% Jdolatry of their Mor ſbip is 
another powerful Objection againſt the Religion 
of Papiſts. It is indeed an heavy Charge, and 
I ſhould be ſorry to bring it, againſt them if 
was not able to prove it. This is a Crime of a 
moſt flagrant Nature, the greateſt Corruption of 
Worſhip, and directly contrary to the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. The Council of Trent declarcs, 
that the higheſt Degree of religions Worſhip duc 
to God himſelf, ſhould be paid to the holy Sa- 
crament of the /nchariſt, that is to the conſe- 
crated Bread and Wine. Shocking Impicty to 
pay the ſame Adoration to a Bit of Bread and 
{mall Portion of Wine, that is owing to the So- 
vereign Lord of Heaven and Earth! They wor- 
ſhip Images, in expreſs Contradiction to the 1c- 
cond Commandment, and many other Texts of 
Scripture 


— 
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Scripture ; tho they act conſiſtently herein, for 
they expunge the ſecond Commandthent from 
the Number, and to ſave Appearances divide the 
Tenth into two. They make Pictures and cor- 
poreal Repreſentations of that greateſt of Beings, 
who twels in that Glory which no human E 
hath ſeen or can ſee, who 1s à Spirit, and is 
to be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth. They 
adore Saints and Angels, and worſhip even their 
Pictures, notwithſtanding what the Apoſtle Pau 
ſays, Jet no Man beguile you of your Reward it 
a voluntary Humility and wor ſhipmg of Angets, 
intruding into thoſe Things which he hath not 
ſeen, vainiy puff d up in his fleſhy Mimd, and not 
holding the Head, viz. Chriſt. This Practice is 
likewiſe forbidden in the Reve/ation, Chap. xix, 
Ver. 10. and Chap. xxii. Ver. 8, 9, where we 
are commanded to worſhip God only, But not- 
withſtanding ſuch ex preis Prohiibitions, it is well 
known, that in Popiſh Countries there is not a 
City or Town, or 1carce a Village that has not 
its favourite Saint, whom they conſider as their 
Guardian Angel, or rather as their tutelar Deity, 
whom they worſhip and adore, to whom they 
pray and offer up their Vows, and to whom 
they often aſcribe blaſphemouſly the Govern- 
ment of the World. Nordoes their artful Caſu- 
iſtry at all free them from the Juſtice of the 
Charge. They pretend there are two Kinds of 
| Worſhip, which they call Dowlia and Latria, 
one of which may be paid to an inferior Being, 
and.the'other which is due to God alone, But 
the Bulk of Mankind are not capable, nor. do 
they in fact attend to theſe ſubtile Diſtinctions. 
They 
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They pretend alſo that they do not pray unto 
Saints as the ultimate Objects of Worſhip, and 
the Authors of Bleſlings, but only as Mediators 
betwixt God and them; but this is falſe, for 
nothing is more certain, as appears from their 
Books of Devotion, and the conſtant Practiſe of 
the common People, than that they do pray un- 
to them directly, and expect Aſſiſtance from them. 
But if that Argument has any weight, it will 
conclude in favour of the ancient Pagans, and 
vindicate their Idolatry; but the Matter is ob- 
vious on the contrary, and the Conſequences too 
apparent. No doubt the wiſer Heathens would 
plead in ſavor of themſelves, that they believ- 
ed there was one God the Ruler of the World, 
and that they worſhipped inferior Beings, as Me- 
diators between themſelves and the Supream Be- 
ing; but this does not free them from the Blame 
of Idolatry, which is not only paying Divine 
Honours to a falſe God, but worſhiping the True, 
thro' an improper Medium. Chriſtians have no 
other Mediator betwixt them and the Father, 
but Chriſt Jeſus, and whoſoever worſhips any 
other is an Idolater. Beſides Saints and Angels 
the Inhabitants of the World above, tho vaſtly 
ſaperior to us in Knowledge, Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs, are notwithſtanding as much dependent 
upon God as we ourſelves are, conſequently 
have no Right to our Religions Homage, Nor 
have we any certain Grounds to believe that the 
Saints in Heaven are acquainted with our Circum- 
| ſtances here, or have it in their Power to relieve 
us. But many of the Romanitts are become tv 
: ſtrangely 


* 


5 
5 e 1 
ſtrangly ſtupid and loſt in this Male- practice, as 
to worſhip for Saints, Things which never had 
Exiftence *, but in their own heated Fancies and 
deluded Imaginations. How ridiculous! how 
abſurd and barbarous muſt that Religion be, 
which. thus expoſes Men to ſuch Monſtrous Folly! 
Their Incenſe, Holy Water, Lamps in their 
Churches, Votive Offerings, Miraculous Images, 
their Altars in the Streets, the 'Ways-ſides, and 
Tops of Hills, Proceſſions and Miracles, are all 
ſo many remarkable Abuſes, and too plainly 
proved upon them to admit of any Denial. I 
conclude this Head with the words of an Ingeni- 
ous and Learned Author, who was an Eye-wit- 
neſs of their corrupt Practices. | 
There is an exatt Conformity or rather Uni- 
formity of Worſhip, between Popery and Pagan- 
iſm; ſince we ſee the T gr People of Rome 
Waorſhipmg in the Temples, at the ſame Altars, 
ſometimes the ſame Images, and always with 
the [ame Ceremonies as the old Romans, | 
As for the Virgin Mary, to her they attribute 
Divine Honours, aſſerting that all are ſubjcct 
to the Command of the Virgin, even God him- 
1665 that conſidering the bleſſed Virgin is the 
other of God, and every Son is naturally in- 
ferior to his Mother, it therefore follows the 
bleſſed Virgin is Superior to God. f Pope Six- 
tus the fourth granted an Indulgence of twelve 
Thouſand Years, for every time that æ Man in 
the State of Grace ſhould repent this ſhort Or7- 


i | | Son, 
* Se, Via, & St. Veronica. Vid. Middleton's Letter. &c. 
+ Bernardin as quoted by Aichb. Ude, in his Anſæuer to a Toſuits 

Challenge. P. 434. 
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Son, or Salutation of the Virgin. Hail moſt ho- 


iy Mary, the Mother of God, the Queen of 


Heaven, the Gate of Paradiſe, the Laay of the 


World; thou art a Singular and pure Virgin, 


| thou aiaſt conceive Chriſt without Sin, thou did 
bear the Creator and Saviour of the World, in 
whom I do nut doubt; Deliver me from all Evil, 

Pray for my Sins, Amen. In the Crown com- 
poſed by Bonaventure, there is this Orizon *, 
O Empreſs and our moſt kind Lady, by the Au- 
thority of 8 Mother, Command thy moſi beloved 
Son. our Lord Feſus, that be would Vouc [aft 
to lift up our Minas fromthe Love of Enrthiy 
Things, to Heavenly Deferes, And it is aſſerted 

that upon the Virgin's account, God is more 
obliged to Mew, than Men are to Gad. Upon 
the whole of this Argument, it appears that the 
Apoſtles Cenſure of the Gentile World in it's 
moſt corrupt State, is juſtly applicable to the 
preſent Papiſts, that 7hey have changed the Truth 
of God, into a Lie, and worſhip aud ſerve the 
Creature, more than the Creator, who is GOD 
Bleſſed for ever. 

But the worſt part of Popery, is that Spirit of 
Cruelty and Perſecution, which it breaths; the 
reſt of it's peculiar Doctrines and Principles, only, 
or at leaſt principally, affect it's Votaries, but this 
Diſpoſition to Blood-ſhed, renders them juſtly 


obnoxious to all Mankind; and while they 


maintam ſuch Principles, ſo evidently deſtructive 
| | of 


* Uſher's dn/w. &c P. 44.1. | | 
+ Barnard. Sewers, Serm. GI. Plain Reaſons for being a Pre- 
tiflant. 8 | | 
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of all Society, they have no Right to claim 
Protection, in any State or Community of a dif- 
ferent Religion, any more than ſo many publick 
Robbers or Igcendiaries. The Religion of Teſas, 
isa Religion of Love, breaths nothing but Peace 
os Earth, aud Good-will towards-Men ; but 
the Religion of Popery is Cruelty itlelf; 
threatens Deſtruction to all who do not embrace 
it; thoſe who profeſs it, are obliged by all the Ties 
of Conſcience, to propagate their Faith by all the 
Methods of Fraud and Violence; tho' the worſt 
| Cauſe in the World, it is yet able to ſanctiſy the 
wickedeſt Means that can be made uſe of to pro- 
mote it. Nay, the great Motives of the Gotpe!, 
and it's powerful Sanctions, are baſely perverted 
to influence the Minds. of Men, by the on of 
cternal Happineſs, and the Fears of endleſs Miſe- 
ry, to carry the vileſt Principles by Fire and 
Sword, throughout all the Nations of the Farth. 
There is this peculiar Unhappineſs attends them, 
that the more conſcientious a Man is, and the 
more diſpoſed to follow the Rules of his Religt- 
on, ſo much the more obliged is he to act incon- 
ſiſtently with that Benevolence, which is the 
diſtinguiſning CharaQeriſtick of Chriſtianity. 
And bad as their Principles are, their Practice 
has been ſuitable to them, in all Places where 
they have had Power: In this reſpect far worſe 
than Mahometans, for tho the KORAN obliges 
to make War, on all ſuch as do not acknowledge 
Mahomet to be the true Prophet of God, yet 


when they have conquered they ſuffer them to 
| | E live 


\ 
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live quietly, and enjoy the free Exerciſc of their 
own Religion, 

It would be endleſs to reckon up the different 
Perſecutions that have been raiſed againſt Protel- 
tants in many Parts of Europe. The Wars and inteſ- 
tine Broils, which have almoſt ruined Kingdoms, 
have been occaſioned by this Helliſh Principle; 
France and Germany, a little after the very firſt 
Dawn of the Reformation, became like one con- 
tinued Scene of Blood, and continued ſo for an 
whole Age. Theſe Devaſtations happened, where 
the Proteſtants were ſo numerous as to be able to 
ſtand on their own Defence; in other Countrics 
where their Power was leis, they became an caſy 
Prey, and ſuffered Death by Thouſands. What 
could be more terrible or ſhocking to Nature, 
than the Maſſacre at Paris, when a conſiderable 
Number of Proteſtants, of the firſt Rank, were 
invited under the Pretence of a Marriage Feaſt, 
and (contrary to all the Laws of Hoſpitality, 10 
much regarded by the ancient Heathens, and a- 
greeable to the Cuſtoms, even of the moſt 
barbarous Nations) had their Throats cut; 
which fatal Example, in the Capital, led the way 


to general Maſſacres throughout the whole King- 


dom, to the Number of Thirty Thouſand : We 
have all heard of the Jriſh Rebellion, when no 
| leſs than Two Hundred Thouſand Proteſtants, 
were murdered, moſt of them in cold Blood, 
without regard to their Sex or Age, with all the 
Circumſtances of Cruelty and Barbarity the Wit 


of Man inſtigated by the moſt infernal Fury, 


could 


0 


7 
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could poſſibly contrive; and all this for no other 
Reaſon, than becauſe they paid a greater Regard 
to the impartial Dictates of their own Conſciences, 
and the Holy Word of God, than to the Decrees 
of Popes and Deciſions of Councils. And the ſtill 
later Method of Dragooning Men into the Truth, 
as they call it, tho' they would have it paſs for 
an Argument of their Lenity, is an Inſtance of 
the ſame bittter Spirit, which was practiſed in 
France, in the Reign of their late King, when 
(contrary to the Faith of repeated Edicts, and 
folemy Treaties, to which the Proteſtants them- 
ſelves intending no harm too unwarily truſted, ) 
a licentious Army was let looſe upon them, with 

| Orders to live at Diſcretion, upon ſuch as would 
not violate their Conſciences by going to Maſs ; 
and thoſe who endeavoured to eſcape, were ei- 
ther made Priſoners, and ſent to the Gallies for 
Life, or killed on the Spot; Bleſſed Effects of 
Romiſh Tenderneſs! The poor Palatmes, were 
driven out of their native Country, on account 
of their Religion, to ſeek Shelter where they 
could find it. And in our own time the mzſera- 
ble Salt Sburghers baniſhed, for their firm Adher- 
ence to their Proteſtant Profeſſion, in the midſt 
of Winter, half naked, without Proviſions and 
without Money. 

By the way I cannot but obſerve, that as 
there is nothing inthe Principles of the Proteſt- 
antsas ſuch, that determine them to rebel againſt 
their Lawful Sovereigns, ſo Popiſh Princes can- 
not have ſo much Reaſon to ill-treat and baniſh 

e their 


© -— a 

their Proteſtant Subjects, as Proteſtant Princes 
have to expel their Popifh Subjects; tho' to the 
eternal Honour of the latter, they ſeldom make 
uſe of their undoubted, natural Rights till there 


is an apparent Neceſſity, and ſomerimes not even | 


till it is too late. In our owrr Country, the Fires 
at Smithtield were lighted up in the Reign of 
ou: Pepiſh Queen Mary, which conſumed ſome 
of the b 

on, particularly Cranmer, the great Pillar of the 


Reformation, and ſeveral hundred others, 


which ſuffered the ſame Fate. And in a ſuc- 
ceeding Reign, their Diabolical Attempt to de- 
ſtroy the three States of the Kingdom by one 
Blaſt of Gun-powder; their afterwards ſetting 
Fire to our great Metropolis, and in a few Days 
deſtroying the Wealth, procured by the honeſt 
induſtry of Ages; their Sham-Toleration, but 
many real Oppreſlions, in the Reign of James 
the Second; are all of them ſo many undeniable 
Inſtances of the baſe Methods which that Religi— 
on inſpires, to advance it's Intereſts, but in rea- 
lity to publiſh it's own Shame, The Hardlhips 
which the Inhabitants of the Principality of C- 


range endured for Conſcience ſake, the Perſe- 


cutions of the. poor Albigenſes, the Cruelties 
which have been practiſed in Hangary, Bohemia, 
Thorn, axe all undoubted Evidences of the 
bitter Spirit of Popery, 

It is worth while to obſerve that theſe dreadful 
Effects have not happened accidentally, or riſen 
from Civil Viſſentions merely, but are perfectly 


eſt, and moſt learned Men in the Nati. 


| agrecable 
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agteeable to the eſſential Doctrines of that Reli- 
gion, which not only tolerates, but commands 
them. Indecd they have the Confidence to al- 
ledge fomething in their own Favour, and cite 
that Text of Seripture compel them to come in. 
But it is plain that nothing more can be meant by 
it, than the Force * of Reaſon and Argument, 
and all ſuch moderate Methods as are agreeable 


to the gentle Authority of Chriſts Kingdom, and 


the beneficent Genius of his Religion. 

But the Maſter-piece of Popery is the Inqui- 
/tiovw. This is the moſt helliſh Court that ever 
was erected upon Farth ; in which they obſerve 
a Method of Proceeding quite contrary to that of 
all other Courts, and abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the Rules of Juſtice and Equity. The Accuſers 
and Accuſed are never brought Face to Face; por 
is it ever known who are the Accuſers, or whe- 
ther there be any, but it lies in the Breaſts of the 
Inquiſitors themſelves to arraign and condemn 
any Perfon whateyer. Thoſe of that Commn- 
nion, eſpecially the Jeſuits, who have found 
great Advantage to their Canſe and Intereſt by 
it, ſtile it the moſt holy Court of Inquifition, 


and ' aſſert that it came down from Heaven; 


whereas it ſeems no Breach of Charity to affirm 


that it proceeded from the loweft Hell. In Spain, 
where it has been moſt violent, above one hun- 
dred thouſand were burnt, or rather roafted alive, 
and otherways deſtroy d by all Manner of Tor- 

tures. 


Jil. Dr. Clarke in lcum. | 
Bay le's Philęſeph. Comm. on the Wards, compel,. &c. 
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tures. What Wickedneſs is it, that ia miſtaken 


Zeal will not commit? And ſuch Influence we 


are well informed * has that Religion upon the 
Minds of the common People, that at an Act of 


Faith, as they call it, they behold the miſerable 
Wretches expiring in the Flames, with Exclama- 
tions of Joy. What an infernal Spirit muſt that 
Religion breathe, which thus effeQually eradi- 
cates all Sentiments of Tenderneſs and Fellow- 
feeling from the Human Breaſt ? In ſhort, this 
barbarous Spirit of Perſecution directly tends to 
deſolate Kingdoms, and has in fact contributed 


not a little to make Span, once a very populous 


Country, little better than a Deſart; and that 


which was once the richeſt Nation in Europe, 


the Terror and Defence of Chriſtendom, by pur- 

ſuing thoſe impious Schemes of purging Hereſy 

by Flood, is brought ſo low, that it's Weaknels 
and Poverty is become a Proverb. 


Having now mention'd ſome of the Errors of 


Popery, and of the re that attend them, 
we ſhall conclude this Subje 
Reflections. 


And I believe upon the whole, it will appear 


that the more carefully we inquire into the Doc- 
trines of Popery, and the more attentively we 
conſider their Practices, the more erroneous we 
ſhall diſcover the one, and the more corrupt the 


other. If we compare the Religion of thoſe who. 


falſely call themſelves Catholicks, as we find it 


in their Books, Sermons and Prayers, and in 
their 


vid. Mr Chandler's Hiſt. of Perſecut. Dr Geddes, 


with a few general 


( 


their Temper and Cuſtoms as encouraged by theiz 
Principles, we ſhall find it impoſſible to recon- 
cile it with our Bibles; and that is the Rule Pro- 
teſtants profeſs to follow. Our Religion, tho' 
unjuſtly accuſed of Novelty, is really as old as 
the New Teſtament itſelf, And the Religion 

which we find there inculcated, is every Wa 
ſuitable to the Character of its divine Author; 
all its Doctrines, Precepts and Examples, invari- » 
ably tend to raiſe and perfect our Natures, to 
make us wiſe and good, great and happy, nay 
like Angels! like God! The Life of a true 
Chriſtian is upon the whole the moſt agreeable 
of all others; he is ſatisfied in and from himſelf, 
is uſeful to others and acceptable to his God. 
Such is the Spirit of our moſt excellent Religion, 
ſuch the Temper and Behaviour it recommends, 
ſuch the Motivesand Encouragements it propo- 
ſes, that if we ſtrictly attend to the one, and du- 
ly endeavour after the other, we cannot fail of 
our great End. How widely different is this 
from the curſed Doctrines and wicked Practices 
of Rome ? And how dreadfully uncertain are all 
| thoſe great and good Things made by that Reli- 
gion? The Wiſdom, or Religion, that comes 
from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gen- 
tle, and eaſy to be entreated, without Partia- 
lity, and without Hypocriſy, full of Mercy and 
of good Works; on the contrary, that which 
comes from Rome is impure and licentious, im- 
placable, cruel, and reyengeful ; tho' it outward- 
ly profeſſes an high Regard to good Works, yet 
| in 


| 
| 
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m reality deſtroys their Neceflity, and from ſini- 


ſter Views diſcourages the Practice of them. 


This is the Religion which their Emiſſaries 
would perſuade us to embrace, but which | 
hope no Proteſtant ever will, I think none ever 


Can, till he has loſt his Reaſon or his Virtue, 
or even both. Sincerity, is juſtly eſtecm'd one 


of the moſt valuable Parts of a valuable Cha- 
rater, and its Contrary has been always ab- 
horred by the virtuous Part of Mankind; but 
I fear it will be a difficult Taſk to free their 
Men of Senſe and Learning from the Charge 
of that odious Vice. For how 1s it poſlible, 
ſuch ſhould believe the Doctrine of 'Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, the Supremacy and Infallibility of 
the Pope, the Hiſtory of the Lives, and pre- 


. tended Miracles of their Saints, the Melting of 
St. Fannuarins's Blood, the Speaking of Statues, 


the wondrous Effects imputed to the Pope's 


| Blefling of Horſes on a certain Day; the Pow- 
er of Relicks'to cure Diſeaſes, &c. The mi- 


raculous Tranſlation of our Lady of Loreto, 
where ſhe has fix'd her Abode ever ſince, and 


is abundantiy, no doubt very deſervedly, ho- 
nour'd by ail the Devotces, of that Wonder- 
working Image; with a Thouſand Abſurditics 


of the like Na, ure? In ſhort, it is a Keligion 
ridiculous in itſelf, but terrible in its Conſe— 
QUENCES, | 

A Religion, wonderfully contrived to ad- 


| vat tlie temporal Gain and Power of a par- 


ticular Set of Men, in a direct Oppoſition to 
the real Intereſts of the reſt of Mankind. 


— 


2 fn ans 
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- A Religion which . profeſſes a mighty Regard 


to Charity, bur 1s rs of it'; ove) 
repreſents. particular Acts as' meritorious, 5 
pays no Regard to the Heart and inward Dif- 
oſition, without which all external Charity 
is but an empty Name. | | 

A Religion deſtructive of Morality, of pri- 
vate and publick Virtue, of civil and ſacred Li- 
berty, of Happineſs here and hereafter. 


Chriſtianity itſelf is brought into Diſrepute, 


amongſt the Men of the World thro! their 
Means; though without Reaſon, becauſe their 
Practices are directly contrary to its Temper 
and Rules, as well as the Example of its great 
Founder, Sad Caſe indeed | that thoſe who 
call themſelves the only true Followers of 
Feſus, ſhould be ſo unlike him, whom they 
call their Maſter, and uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to advance the Intereſts of a Kingdom, 
abſolutely deſtructive of Chriſt's Kingdom and 
Glory. But they may depend upon it, there 
is a Day coming, when they, who have called 
Chriſt, Lord ! Lord ! whilſt they minded not 
the Things which he ſaid : I fay, there will be 
a Day, when he ſhall tell them before Angels 
and Men, I know you not; and pronounce that 
moſt dreadful Sentence, Depart from me ye that 

work Iniquity. : 5 
This is the Church which well deſerves that 
Character given of her in ſacred Writing; 
MYSTERY! BABYLON THE GREAT! THE 
. F MOTHER 
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MOTHER OF 1 AND ABOMI- 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH. From which 
now, and at all Times, [ heartily pray, May 


God deliver 10. 
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Rom. Chap. 13. ver. Ng. former Part. 
For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good. 


N Af HE Apoſtle in the Beginning 
WE; of this Chapter, from the firſt to 
Ty the eighth Verſe, diſcourſes con- 
e cerning the Nature of Civil 
PHD IG Government, and the Obliga- 
tions we are under to be ohedient to it; and 
indeed the whole Argument is ſo clearly and 
beautifully repreſented in this Paragraph, that 
it is ſurpriſing how any Man ſhould come to 
be miſtaken in the Nature of Government, ei- 
ther with reſpe& to them who rule, or thoſe 
who are ſubject. And here I propoſe. 

1. To inquire into the Nature and Ends of 
Civil Government. "© 
2. Conſider the Abuſe of it, particularly 
with reſpe& to the fatal Conſequences of ar- 

bitrary Power. | 
3. Make ſuch Reflections as naturally riſe 
m_ ſuch a Subject, eſpecially at this Jun- 
ure. | 3 
The Original of Civil Government conſiſts 
in a eonſiderable Nùmber of Men agreeing to- 
F gether 


* 5 4 
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gether to protect and defend each others Per- 
ſons and Properties from any Inyader, in ſuch 
a Manner as may conduce to the general Wel- 
fare; for which Purpoſe it has been always 
found neceſſary for each individual to part 
with ſome of his natural Rights (and that uni- 
verſal Liberty which every Man has a juſt 
Claim to in a State of Nature prior to that of 
Civil Policy) in order to convey proper De- 
grees of Power and Authority, into the Hands 
of a particular Perſon, or a certain Number 
under certain Reſtrictions, to execute and en- 
force the Rules and Conſtitutions which are 
| Judged moſt uſeful and neceſſary by the whole 
Body. Civil Government then, which may 
admit of a conſiderable Variety according to 
different Circumſtances and* Occaſions, is an 
Art to remedy the Imperfections and Diſorders 
of Human Nature, by reſtraining the unruly 
Paſſions of Men, ſo as they may not diſturb the 
publick Peace. Were all Men wiſe and good 
to a conſiderable Degree, there would be little 
Occaſion for it; becauſe on this Suppoſition, 
they would be able to diſcover the ſcveral 
Duties reſulting from their various Stations and 
Circumſtances, and their virtuous Inclinations 
would diſpoſe them to diſcharge them well; 
but this tis ſo far from being the real Cale, 
that ſome from want of Senſ& others from 
a vicious Temper, and it is to be feared the 
Bulk of Mankind from both, are much diſpo- 


iced o offend. Hence the Neceffity of 
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Laws; and a proper Power ſomewhere lodge 
ed to oblige Men to obſerve them; whilſt | 
the publick good is always the End tuppoſed, 
and all the Obligations we lie under in point 
of Conſcience to obey our Civil Rulers, low 
from this ſingle Conſideration, the pablick 
Peace and Order, the general Welfare of the 
whole Community: Thus they arethe Miniſters 
of God to us for good. All the Apoſtles Rea- 
ſoning on this Head perfectly agrees with 
what we have obſerved. Let every Soul be 
ſubject unto the higher Powers, for there is 
10 Power but of God; the Powers that be, 
are ordained of God : That! is, it is agreeable 
to the Will of God, that Civil Society ſhould 
ſubſiſt. But it does not follow from hence 
that God has ordained a Tyrant. whoſoever 
therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Or- 
dinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall re- 
cerve to the -mſetves Damnation ; for Rulers are 
wt a Terror to good Works, but to the evil. 
And again, wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, 
not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake ; for, for this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo, 
for they are God's Miniſters attending contin- 
ally upon this very. 7 hing, vis. the pub- 
lic Good, render therefore to all their Dues, 
1ribute 70 whom Tribute is due, Cuſtoms to 
whom Cuſlom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to 
whom Honour. Nay, as the univerſal Good 
of the State is the Care of the Magiſtrate, 
his Influence and Power may be carried farther - 
2 than 
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than to Matters purely political and civil; he 
may, nay he ought to encourage a true Re⸗ 
*ligion, as well by bis Example, as by ſupport- 
ing Men who are duly qualified to inſtruct 
others in rational Principles of Piety, and to 
reform Mankind; tho' it is to be carefully 
_ obſerved, in doing this, he has no Right to vio- 
late any Man's Conſcience. Upon the whole 
It plainly appears, to be the Buſineſs and Duty 
of the Magiſtrate to protect all his Subjects in 
the Poſſeſſion of their Rights, to encourage 

and reward the good, to diſcountenance and 
puniſh the bad ; this is the proper Foundation 
of his Authority : Obedience is due for this 
very Reaſon, both in the Nature of the Thing, 
and according to the Apoſtles Argument; and 
whenever the publick Good becomes no longer 
the Object of his Care, his lawful Power is at 


an End, his Right to govern ceaſes, and he 


may even be reſiſted. But, 

2. Let us conſider the Abuſe of civil Go- 
vernment, and particularly with reſpect to 
the fatal Conſequences of Arbitrary and Det- 
potic Power. 

Civil Government, however Convenient, 
however Uſeful, however Neceſſary in the 
preſent degenerate State of Mankind, is yet 
capable of being greatly abuſed, and made 
ſubſervient to the very worſt Purpoſes. 
Without ſome Political Eſtabliſhment there 
would be no Living. The Honeſt, Sober, 


induſtrious, Inoffenſiye, Virtuous part ot 
Mankind, 


( 


Man kind, muſt expect to be the conſtant Prey 
of the Idle, Ex travagant, Rapacious and Vi- 
cious: In Proportion to a Mans Wealth, the 
Fruits of laudable Induſtry, his Property 
would be ſo much the more expoſed to everx 
bold Invader; the more harmleſs a Man was 
in his Behaviour, the more, in many Ca- 
ſes, would his Perſon be in Danger, from the 
rude Inſolence of every Barbarian. But great 
as the Miiſchiefs of Anarchy would be, they 
are hardly equal to thoſe which procced from 
that State, which ſome call the Perfection of 
civil Government. Without Freedom, that 
which was intended by the firſt Founders as 
the greateſt Bleſſing to a People, uſually de- 
generates into the heavieſt Curſe. But, in or- 
der more fully to illuſtrate the Subject, we 
ſhall compare a Free and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, that we may ſee the great Value of the 
one, and the exceeding Michief of the other. 

A People may be ſaid to be Free, when 
they are govern'd by Laws and Conſtitutions 
of their own making, or which is much the 7 
ſame thing by their Repreſentatives, who | 
have themſelves in all reſpects a common In- 
tereſt with the whole Body; when the Wel- 
fare of the People is always conſidered as the : 
ſupreme Law ; when the Sovereign is ſo far 
from being able to act in contradiction to all 
the Rules of Government, that he is himſelf 
ſubject to the Laws; whole Authority cir- 


cumſeribed within juſt and equitable. Bounds, 
principally 


1 


principally conſiſts in putting the Laws, of | 


his Country in Execution, without Controul ; 
in ſhort whoſe Power of doing Good is vaſtly 
great, but whoſe Hands are tied down from 


doing Hurt. 
A Nation may be ſaid to be en/aved, 


when it is ſubject to the Arbitrary Will of 


any one Man; or when one Perſon or a Num- 
ber are inveſted with ſuch Authority, as to 
have it in their Power to act without Law, or 


contrary to Law; then the People have loſt 


their Liberty. 
Some Political Writers — to diſ- 


tinguiſh betwixt an Arbitrary and Deſpotic 
Government; under the former, the People 
are ſuppoſed to enjoy certain Rights and Pri- 
vileges, and in all ordinary Cales to be go- 
verned by known Laws, and that the Prince 
is generally expected to purſue the Good of 
the Publick, tho' he is not abſolutely bound 
by any Law whatioever. By the latter is 
e e ſuch a Conſtitution, if it deſerve 
that Name, where the People have no Claims 
of any kind, but are the abſolute Property of 


the Prince, thonght good for nothing, but to 


gratiſy his Pride, and Laſt of Dominion; and 
may be diſpoſed of like Cattle. But what- 


ever Foundation there may be for this Dit- 


tinction in Theory, it is eaſy to ſee it does not 


hold in Fact, for if a King be abſolute, who 


Mall hinder him from AGzing like one who is 


Detpotic? Some have argued in fayour of 
this 


from t 
Natufe 
qaals, 
neither 
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this Form of Government; and aſſert that, 
\ muſt needs be excellent which is moſt like 
that of Heaven. But they greatly miſtake 
the Caſe: It is true, if a Prince was always 
ſure to be a Man of great Wiſdom and Virtue, 
it might be happy for his People that he was 
Abſolute, but ſince no Security can be given 
for this, it is good to be provided againſt the 
Worſt. An Ingenious Author þ obſerves up- 
on this Head, that ſuch a Book as Suetonius 
(who wrote the Hiſtory of the Lives of the 12 
Ceſars) is 3 Demonſtration againſt Arbitrary. 
Power. For miſerable indeed muſt be the 
Condition of that Nation whoſe Happineſs or 
Miſery depends entirely on th: Virtues or 
Vices of & ſingle Perſon. And if any Regard 
will be paid to the Opinion of Ariſlotle, the 
Prince of Philoſophers, it will be very unfa- 
vourable for this Doctrine. For he aſſerts, 
that an unlimited Power lodged in the Hands 
of any one Perſon is Unnatural and Mon- 
ftrous. * But 
+ Addiſon. : 


Tuareg v QUT, ü Tor ZANGY Ee 
dg TapenCd ous . i. Ta Ap vir Taps PIO. AX, 
is 70 tipnvivoy ys Qavepey, ws i her roles bete KAI 18016, 
ire guprgupovig7ly £75 dnaiov, Gra Ap Bival TAVTON, v Wil 
Hua ovTav, dAA* QUTIV ws Vouey Y, Ar vhE⁰nn yr. d 
d ayalar, re wn dyalar vn 0m), d av nar Ap 
Ti £utevev ff, ei H TpeToy Tide A Tyrennical Government 
is not agreeable to Nature, nor any of thoſe Policies which deviate 
from the Rule of Right. For theſe Things happen contrary to 
Nature ; for it is ain from what has been ſaid, that amongſt E- 
quals, it is neither fit nor juſt that one Man ſhould be Lord of all ; 
neither where there are no Lays ſubſilling, that he himſelf _—_— 
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But the Difference betwixt Freedom and 
Slavery will appear in a much ſtronger Light, 
by conſidering their Effects. 5 

Arbitary and Deſpotic Power, is in the 
2 not only inconſiſtent with the external 

roſperity of a Nation, but alſo in its Nature 
deſtructive of Virtue, both publick and private: 
For how can there be any Love of the Publick, 
where there is properly no ſuch Thing? Now 
a publick, neceſſarily ſuppoſes certain Terms of 
Communion, by which each Member of So- 
ciety is connected with, and becomes a part of 
the whole; certain Rules, and Laws, which 
muſt be eſteemed ſacred and inviolable ; but 
where the Sovereign reigns abſolute without 
Controul, there can be no Security given to the 
People for their Rights, that in this Caſe it is 
rather a State of Anarchy than of Civil Goyern- 
ment ; or at leaſt the Prince takes Care to pre- 
ſerve a ſhew of Order and hinders private Per- 
ſons from ſpoiling one another, that he may 
reſerve ſull Powers, to himſelf and Depen- 
dants, to plunder them the more effectually. 
Where this happens, the publick is no longer 
a reaſonable Object of our Concern, nor can the 
Love of our Country, as ſuch, properly take 


Place. Nor does the cauſe of private Virtue, 
fare 


be a Law ; neither where there are Laws, nor for a good Man to be 
Maſter of good Men ; nor a bad Man, of bad Men ; nor even, if 
he ſhould excel in Virtue, unleſs it be after a certain Manner.—- 


vp Thgquxs To pies UTE 81 TE Tavrhs. For it is mon- 
ſtrous that a Part ſhould be eſteemed above the whole. Vid. Ari. 


Hotel de Repub. Lib, 3, Cap. 17. p. 361. Tom. 2. Edit. Du Val. 
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fire 4 whit the better in Rib unhappy Con- 

ſtitutions. Woch a Monarch has no poſlthlc 

Check from any Thing external, to the fury 6f 

his Paſſions, he may be too apt to drop the 

Reins and give them an unbounded loofe, anti 

the Infe&ion ſoon ſp reads from the Throne to 

the Dunghill. „A hes been often obſer . 
ed that arditrary Monarchs are apt to enceuiage 
Licentiouſneſs, and indulge the People in afl 
ſorts of Senſuality, that when a Nation is funk, 
wretched, in moral Slavery, he may rivet the 
Chains of Civil Tyranny the faſter. Or it oft 
ten happens what a Man enjoys is fo uncer- 
tain, and life itſelf ſo precarious, the People 
naturally loſe their Vigour of Mind in a gene- 
ral Ind ifference, fink into an indolent, inactive 
State, which cannot fail to be the Parent of 
Vice; nay indeed is itſelf Iiriqus. Slavery 
enervates both Mind and Body. 

A generous, free, lively an ave Spirit 10 4 
25 Step towards Virtue; it is true, a Man © 
ach qualities is able to do more Miſchief, but 

if he once gets a Right Biaſs, he bids fair ir 

Time to become great and good; but an ind 

lent, ſtupid Difpoſition "is aloft incapablc of 

any Improvement in what is good, but is abun- 
dantly ſuſceptible of almoſt every vicious qua- 
lity. Beſides the Demands of an arbitrary 

Prince are fo great and frequent, for the Sake 
of carrying on his own Deſigns, without Re uy 

even in Appearance,' to the ntereſts of his 


ble, only to feed his own Vanity, Pride _ 
1 Ambition: 


Ambition; and theſe MF m8 Ten thouſand 
. mercileſs Tyrants. acting all by his Authority, 
like rapacious Vultures preying on the Vitals 
.of a Country, (which is exactly the Caſe of a 
neighbouring Nation) a miſerable Subſiſtence 


vill be ſcarce. left to the lower part of Man- 
Kind, and when a Man's thoughts are entirely 


employed about the very neceſſaries of Lite, it 


is not to be. expected he ſhould attend to the 
Welfare of others; his Senſe of moral Good 
and Evil will be greatly impaired, and the Be- 
nevolent Temper 10 eſſential to Virtue much 
weakened, if not almoſt extinguiſhed, Not to 
mention there is a ſort of Meanneis, attending 
ſuch. Circumſtances, which frequently betrays 
to Vice. Thus it is demonſtrable that Virtue 
in any great Degree cannot ſubſiſt without Li- 
berty, and that Vice and Slavery are naturally, 
almoſt neceſſarily connected. Nor does the fa- 


tal Michief ſtop here, buteven Conſcience muſt | 


ſubmit to its Sway, and honeſt Men frequently 
be perſecuted from City to City, and deem'd 
obnoxious to the State, probably for no other 

Cauſe, but that they cannot ſubmit tlieir Rea- 
ſon to a falſe Religion. The Murders and 
Aſſaſſinations too, committed by cruel Ty- 
rants, or at their Command, plainly proves 
how inconſiſtent with the real Intereſts and 
Happineſs of Mankind, is this unnatural Form 


of Government, Hiſtory mentions numberlets | 


1s 


1 of this 0. An 1 of Morocco 
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„ 
is ſaid to have ſlain forty "Thouſand of 
his Subjects with his own Hands And in 
our own Days have we not known twice that 
Number fall, for no other End but to gratify 
a mad- Ambition, and unlawful, unnatural De- 
fire of univerſal Domination J. Are theſe, or 
ſuch as theſe, the Miniſters of God to us for: 
good, and whom we are obliged to obey for 
Conſcience fake? No, rather publick Robbers. 
and Murderers, but ſo much worſe than they, 
as their Power of doing Miſchief ! is more ex- 
tenſive. 1 

How widely different the State of Rome 
under the Common Wealth, and under a Nero 
or a Domitian? How infinitely different the 
Effects of ancient Grecian * and modern 
Turkiſh Slavery ? 

But if we turn our Eyes and take a View of a 
well regulated State, where Freedom dwells, and 
univerſal, unequal'd Liberty has fixed her hap- 
py Seat, producing general Joy and Plenty ; 
we ſhall then be convinced, how infinitely pre- 
ferable ſuch a Conſtitution, is to an abſolute 
Monarchy. And here it is impoſſible, not to 
turn our thoughts towards our dwn Country 
and Form of Government, and the infinite Ad- 
vantages we reap from it, fo productive of pub- 
lick Good, ſo conducive to the private Virtue 
of Individuals, every Way ſo agreeable to the 
Dignity and Perfection of Human Nature. 
Where the. Power of the three different States 


is ſo admirably adjuſted; the Kings Prreoga- 
| 2 tive 
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tive ſo well Maintained, and at the ſame Time 
the Liberty of the Subject ſo well guarded; 
where every Man's Perſon and Property is ſe- 
cured by the beſt Laws, and every one may 
fit untnolefted, under his own Vine and his ou 
Fig-tree. Whatever the Laborious Husband- 
man can earn by the ſweat of his Brows, what- 
ever the induſtrious Mechanick, the curious 
Artiſan, the thriving Tradeſman, the bold and 
y Sailor, or the wealthy Merchant; whatever 
any can obtain by honeſt Induſtry, or ingenious 
Art, or all the Fruits of boundlets Commerce; 
a Man may ſafely Call his own, and can't Com- 
pulwKuain he wants the Liberty to uſe it as he. plea- 
fes. What Multitudes of People have been 
here employed, ard even enriched by the Be- 
nefit of Trade, which in other Countries would 
have Starved? And this laſt as much owing to 
our Liberty as any other; for if we conſider 
all the various Revolutions of Commerce, from 
its principal Seat in ancient Tyre, down to our 
own Age and Country, we fhall find it never 
flouriſned long, but in a free State. 
. . Our Country has been a place of Refuge 
for all the hdneft unhappy, the common Aſy- 
lum of the perſecuted for Conſcience Sake, who 
have here. Bube that precious — that 
valuable Treafure, which their own Countries 
would not ſuffer them to Enjoy; and in return 
for our generous Entertainment and Afil- 
tance, have imported the Wealth and Trade, 
the Manufactures and Correſpondence of their 
2510 + reſpectiyc 
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reſpective Nations; nay, even thoſe, - who per- 
haps at their firſt Arrival, might need the Aid 
of publick Charity, have abundantly return- 
ed the Obligation, having contributed not a 
little by their Induftry to that general Improve= 
ment of Commerce, which has raiſed us to 
ſuch a pitch of envied Greatneſs, that we have 
been able to withſtand that ſhameleſs Tyrant, 
who has long endeavoured to ſubject the Nati» 
ons to his Arbitrary Will; have more than 
once or twice check'd' his proud Ambition, and 
kept the angry Monarch within Bounds: And 
had it not been for falſe Friends at Home, 
might long ſince have humbled him in the Duſt. . 
Hinc, illæ Lachymæ! Hence all this Rage 
and Fury! In this glorious Cauſe, how have 
we — ? How have we Fought? How 
freely have. we ſpent our Treaſure? How 
| nobly, how generouſly have we Bled? How 
has the Britiſh Spirit ardent, panting ey Gary, 
true Glory, (like the Needle to the Pole, or 
Bodies gravitating to their proper Center) been 
nvariably directed to this one Point; the Li- 
berty of Europe, the freedom of 2 World? J 
How have our brave Men confronted Death in 
all its terrors, unconcerned, and when like Mor- 
tals they bave fallen, this, inſtead of intimida= _ 
ting their brave Countrymen, has only higher 
raiſed a yet braver, nobler Spirit and undaunt- 
ed Reſolution, to follow them in this glorious 
Courſe, and tread- the fame arduous Paths? It 


muſt be ſ0-=---Heayen does approye and will 
Reward 


. 


Reward, will protect us ſtill; and the grate- 
ful Nations by our vigorous Efforts,” deli ver- 
ed from hard Slavery and Iron Bondage, to 
remoteſt Ages will celebrate our praiſes, and 
acknowledge, that &Ang/and has been the Be- 


nefactreſs of Mankind. 


But this leads me, 
3. To make ſuch Reflections as naturally 
riſe from ſuch a Subject, eſpecially at this 
JunCture. | 5 


The impudent, wicked, and monſtrous At- 


tempt that is, and has been for ſome time paſt 
made, to deprive us of our Religion and Liber- 
ties, of all that is or can be dear to Men, or 
Chriſtians, or Proteſtants, muſt certainly fill 
the Breaſt of every honeſt Engliſoman, with 
the higheſt Indignation and warmeſt Reſent— 
ment. When Liberty ſeem'd firmly eftabliſh- 
ed in her favourite Land, which ſits as Queen 
of the Iſles and Miſtreſs of the Seas, enjoying 
every Bleſſing, in rich Profuſion, that Nature 
furniſhes, or Art and Induſtry can procure : 
When we have a King upon the Throne, who 


is in truth, the Father ot his Country, who re- 


Joices with the Fortunate, and ſympathizes 


with the Wretched, who makes the welfare of 
his People his firſt Care, and if any Burthens 


are laid on them, it is becauſe they are necei- 


fary for their own Safety, to ſerve: their 
real Intereſts, and at the ſame time 1uccour diſ- 
treſſed Europe. A King who eſteems it his 
peculiar glory, to reign over a brave and free 

5 Y People 
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People, and who was raiſed to the Throne; ati 
ſtill continues there, through Choice and Affec. 
tion: (And God grant that the Crown of thoſe 
Kingdoms may remain in his Royal Proteſtant 
Houſe; till Time ſhall be go more) A King whom 
bis Enemies themſelves, (what a reproach to us 
that there ſhould be any ſuch ?) Not withſtand- 
ing all their Deviliſh Malice, are not able to 
charge, with having ſo much as once ſtretched 
his Prerogative beyond its juſt Bounds : who has 
never injur'd any Man in his Perſon, Fortune, 
or Religion: + and whole greateſt fault, is too 
much Lenity and Tenderneis, to thoſe hardened, 
perjured Villains, that undermine and Plot, and 
rebel againſt his good Government, which 
has protected them ſo undeſerying, in all the 
Privileges of free Britons ! In theſe Circumſtan- 
ces what Happineſs did we enjoy? And what 
riſing Proſpects opening ſtill farther toour View ? 
When our Peace begins to be diſturbed by thoſe 
inſolent Northern Difafected; in whoſe Favour? 
of a Bigoted Papiſt; ſupported by our inve- 
terate Enemies, France and Spain; and at a 
Time when we are engaged in a juſt and ne- 
ceſſary War with them. A Wretch ! bred up 
in a determin'd Hatrel to every good Subject 
in the Nation, and an utter Abhorrence of- the 
eſtabliſned Principles of our Religion and Po- 
liey: who comes to ſupport a Claim, which he 
can oy rear good, to a a pee Right of 
Inheritance 
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Inheritance. But was he really the Deſcendant 
of the Perſon he pretends to be, it would avail 
nothing, ſince he is judged for ever nnqualified 
by the ſupream Court and general Voice of 
the Nation; and as to the Doctrine of indefoa- 
Able, Hereditary, Right, it is long ſince exploded 
by all Men ot Senſe; for not to enter into the 
Argument at preſent, it is abſolutely in confiſt- 
ent with all our Ideas of the Divine Perfections, 

. ---to ſuppoſe that ſo many Millions of Men ſhould 
: e to give up their all, their Happi- 
nes, their Liberty, Virtue, Conſciences, to 
gratify the arbitrary Will of one Man : as it a 
Part, was better than the whole; and the People 
were made. for the Prince, and not the Prince 
for the People. One who claims a Right to 
a Crown upon thoſe Principles, can think him- 
ſelf under no Obligations to fu}fill his Engage- 
ments, whilſt no ſort of Perjuries, Violences or 
Oppreſſions can free the People from their 
Allegiance to him. But more eſpecially, as he 
is a Papiſt, he can give no poſſible Security for 
the Preſervation of our Religion. Proteſtants 
can never depend on his Promiſes or  Oaths, 
And Popery and Slavery United, make the 
Conſummation of Hurgag, Miſery. A Toal 
which neither we nor our e were able tu 
bear. Whereas under the Government of our 
. gracious Sovereign King GEORGE we have 
all that Men can wiſh : If the Freedom of our 
Minds was equal to that of our external Cir- 


cumſtances, our Happineſs would be only infe- 
i * rior 
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„ 
rior to that of Heaven. Indeed too happy 
Britons if we knew our own Good! But theſe 
Wretches, weary of Freedom, weary of their 
own Happineſs, court the Chains, and ſue for 
Miſery; like the ancient Cappadociaus who 
would not be Free, but in this Reſpect infi- 
nitely worſe than they, as they had never ta- 
ſted Liberty, and knew not what it was; but 
theſe Men, whom I am ſorry to call by that 
Name, would not only commence Slaves theme 
ſelves, but wickedly endeavour to bring us in- 
to the ſame cruel Bondage; to ſubject- us to 
an Home-Tyrant, and a Foreign Yoak, to 
Maſters who are no better than the common- 
Enemies of Mankind, and who hate us becauſe 
we have put ſome Stop to their wild Career, 
and acted the part of true Friends to thoſe who 
partake of the ſame common Nature. Hence 
let Party Rage ceale, and leſſer Differences va- 
niſh ; let us diſtinguiſh ourſelves for nothing 
ſo much as our Zeal for our Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, for the preſent Royal Family, and our 
happy Conſtitution, and an hearty Averſion to 
every Principle and Practice inconſiſtent with 
the Character ot good Subjects, or that would 
in the End prove our Ruin. | | 

For ſhould they ſucceed, our Country would 
become only the Shadow of a Nation, in Com- 
pariſon of what it now is: All our Glory would 
be for ever loſt, and Nations that owe their Sa- 
ſety, Liberty and Happineſs, to our Aſſiſtance 
and Support, will together ſink with us, and 

| H haye 
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have nothing left than loudly to repeat the 
mournful Words; that England is no more. 

Should they ſucceed, of the moſt induſtrious 
People we ſhould ſoon be the moſt indo- 
' Jent, of the wealthieſt the moſt impoveri- 
ſhed, of the moſt powerſul the moſt inconſide- 
rable, of the braveſt the moſt cowardly and 
mean: ſpirited, of the wiſeſt the moſt ignorant 
and ſtupid, of the freeſt the moſt enſlaved, of 
the happieſt the moſt wretched, of the moft 
envied the moſt deſpiſed and contemptible 
People upon Earth. And what will add to 
our Miſery, or even fink us into Deſpair, will 
be the Behaviour of our Enemies, thoſe Ene- 
mies whom we have always deſpiſed and hated 
for their Baſeneſs and Perfidy, their unmanly 


_ elty, for the curſed Temper of their Religion, 
and their unnatural Form of Government ; who 
heve given full Proofs of the moſt infernal Spi- 
rit, of all the Wickedneſs of the worſt of Men, 


' and all the Malice of Devils; that theſe ! even 


thete! ſhould rejoice at our Ruin, triumph 
in our Deſtruction, and bleſs themſel ves, when 
all is loſt with Regard to us, irrecoverably 
loſt, and they ſhall think themſelves ſecure, 
by having conquered us, of carrying their De- 
fign to hold the World in Chains... But 
God forbid that this ſhould be, the Lord reign- 
eth let the Earthrejoice. Tho' we are Sinners 
againſt God yet with reſpect to them we are 
perfectly Innocent. . 
Should 


Arts and Subterfuges, their Treachery and Cru- 
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Should they ſucceed, and Popery once more 
ſet up its 6/o9dy Standard within our Borders, 
what could we expect but Oppreſſions, Cruel- 
ties, Fines, Impriſunments, Baniſhments, In- 
2 Burnings, Tortures and Deaths ? 
'ires lighted up in our Cities to conſume our 
Fellow-Proteſtants, whilſt the unthinking 
Multitude, enflamed by their Savage and 
Blood-thirſty Guides, aſſiſt at the Helliſh Ce- 
remony, ridiculing, blaſpheming, loading with 
Reproaches, Men who have the Courage to die 
for Conſcience Sake; rejoicing in the dying 
Agonies of thoſe whom they call FHereticks. 
Theſe are the Triumphs of the Sons of Rome, 
of that Chutch which our Encmies are endea- 
youring to ſet up. Should this ever be our 
unhappy Caſe, we muſt expe& ten thouſand 
mercileſs Tyrants from France and Rome, all 
big with Reſentment for the imagined Injuries 


* 


they have ſo long endured; who come to claim 


a Debt, which we can never pay; a Debt, 
which all the Riches of this Nation, nay, all 
the Wealth of Europe and the Indies, could 
we be tuppoſed to gain it by our Conqueſts or 
our Commerce, would not be ſufficient to diſ- 
charge. But ſhall we fuffer this? We, who 
have given Law to diſtant Nations, have been 
the chief Support of . the Liberties of 77 
and a juſt Balance of Power? Shall we ſuffer 
a ſet of Wretches, Enemies to all Law, Sava- 
ges and Barbarjans, to give Law to us? Shall 
they ſo caſily ſpoil us ot all that is valuable; 
1 


** 
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Men who are capable of no Principles, or ſeem 
actuated by none but the Love of Plunder and 


Rapine? Shall they be permitted to ravage 
our well cultivated and adorned Country, and 
glut themſelves with the Spoils of a wealthy 
Nation; they, who have never known what 
chearſul Labour was, nor ever reap'd the Fruits 
of virtuous Induſtry; and whoſe natural 
Cowardice is equal to their own Brutality ? 
No! let us quaſh our Inteſtine Foes and re- 
pel thoſe inſolent Invaders, and ſhew the 
World that Britiſh Spirit is not loſt: Let us 
reſolve to drive them back to their native 
Mountains, and inhoſpitable Deſarts, and there 
ſor the future confine them, and put it out 
of their Power to diſturb the Repoſe of that 
Government, which they want Senſe and Vir- 
tue to approve, but have ſo wickedly attempt- 
ed to overturn, Miſtaken Men! alaſs, how 
muſt our Enemies rejoice! The Baſc- 
neſs of theſe Rebels, Traitors to their Coun- 
try, will be for eyer remembred, and the Credit 
of their deteſted Faction ſink as it deſerves in- 
to eternal Oblivion. Tis ſtrange that they 
who have taſted Eugliſb Liberty, ſhould be 
ſo fond of French Slavery : Such however is the 
unhappy temper of Mankind, the greater Li- 
berty they enjoy, and the more uncaſy with 
it; the greater Privileges they poſleſs and the 
lets ſatisſied; the more diſpoſed to Murmur- 
ing and Repining againſt that Government: 
which preſerves them Jgnviolate, - Faction : 
| mot 
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moſt apt to riſe where there is the leaſt Occa- 
fion, ſome Men are angry becauſe they are not 
at Liberty to deprive others of their Privile- 
ges, and live on the Spoils of better Men than 
themſelves. Indeed the very Nature of Li- 
berty ſeems to be ſtrangely miſunderſtood by 
ſome, as if it conſiſted not in a Power to ſay, 
or do, what was fit and becoming for a Man 
and a Chriſtian, but every Thing agrecable to 
their own corrupt Fancy and miſtaken Senſe, 
however inconſiſtent with private Virtue, or 
the publick Good. No Nation has ever en- 
joyed more or greater Liberty than we have 
done, and how far we have been inſenſible of 
it, and unthankful, I ſhall not preſume to de- 
termine, Ingratitude is undoubtedly in its 
Nature highly odious and vicious ; amongſt the 
ancient Perſians * it was puriſhable by Law; 
and next to Ingratitude to God, Ingratitude 
to our Civil Governours, who are to us in the 
oy Place 
* Arxaborrur Sh vet AY, ĩoe, od rex avlewre: pureor uy 
Aus dige, MU fs Hart, dx apf lag; 4 oy ov. 
Woot Surdusroy wiv Yapiv ατνονονννν wh eF2Jivre Ad. 
Hnd{udt nds TETOY isYWwews, öl Y, Tos dyagioTHCy Ade 
Tip? dec ov HE AEæus A . Kat mags Yorkes, ad Tar 
This, x > ixus. recht dd Sw GN Th d Dela 1 
YUT XING, x yay αννννẽ˖ wziry ο ⁰jꝭ,,Ae a Tavte Td 
UTYpa Yue. EEE ; 
vey, viz. the Perſians, give Judgement concerning a Crime, up- 
on the account of cobich, Men hate one another extreamly, but are very 
ſeldom bre ght to Judgement for it. Whene: er they diicover 4 
Man wwho bad it in #is Potver to return a Kinane/s and neglected ts 43 
it, they puniſh vim ſevereſy. For they think ungrateſul Men are 
Pod of all Regard to the Gods, . tn their Parent:, their Country, 
ir their Friends, Beſides a Want of Shame is moſtly ebjerved to fob. 
li Ing altitude, for this ſeems elpecially to lead ro every Thing that's 
baje. X:aophon, Oper. p, 4 Edit, Wechel. 
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Place of God, as they are the Miniſters of God 
to us for Gogd, is highly culpable Bur it is 
to be hay] our preſent Difturbances, duly 
conſidered, may help to cure our political Dit- 
tempers, and make us more ſatisfied with our- 
ſelves, more affectionate to one another, and 
more content with the Bleſſings we enjoy. 
Errors in Government of leſſer Conſequence, 
ſuppoſing ſuch to have been, may well be 
accounted ſor, from the known Imperfection 
of Human Nature; as our Superiors are but 
Men, as ſuch, they are liable to err, and it is im- 
_ poſſible for them to foreſee every Event, or 
know tor certain all the Conſequences of eve- 
ry Step in Policy. But where there is a ge- 
neral Diſpoſition in any Government to puriue 
- the Welfare and preſerve the Liherties of a 

People, they have an undeniable Right and 
Claim to the greateſt Honour and Regard from 
all the Friends to Virtue and Civil Society. 
And I gladly on this Occafion, congratulate 
my Countrymen on that Noble Spirit, that 
has been riſing all over £ug/and; one would 
wifh it to have been even more general and active 
than it is. Tis happy, that we are at laſt con- 
vineed that our King and Conſtitution, is infi- 
nitely preferable to the Arbitrary Government 
of a Popiſh Pretender, and the Curied Maxims 
a trench Viceroy. OE 

W hat remains then for us to do in our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, in order to obtain the Di- 
vine Bleſſing, and Protection from the wicked 
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Deſigns of our Enemies? Univerſal Repen- 
tance and Amendment of Life, And every 
one ſhould firſt endeavour to reform himſelf, 
to improve his own Temper to regulate his own 
Practice, nor even ſtop here, but do all that 
lies in his power by his Example, his Advice, 
and Authority to effect a general Reformation; 
and a great deal may be done this Way, even 


— 1 
* 


by thoſe ot inferior Stations, but much more 


by ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed for their Wealth 
and Power and Influence. Neither, after hav- 
ing humbled ourſelves before God for our Sins, 


and made the firmeſt Reſolutions to live vir- 


tuouſly in time to come, ſhould we forget to 
cultivate in our Minds the higheſt Sentiments 
of Gratitude towards HIM, who has ſo fre- 
quently and ſignally delivered us in Times ot 
greateſt Danger. An Habit of Than kfulneſs to 
God, is the greateſt Improvement of which our 
Natures are capable; it is equally becoming An- 


gels and Men: And a grateful Senſe of Be- 


nefits already experienced, is the moſt proba- 
le Way to obtain future Favours. 
There is one Thing more which I cannot 

help taking Notice of, which deſerves to be 


ſtrictly guarded againſt; in which our Enemies, 


unſuſpected by many, have hitherto too well 
ſucceeded : who have artfully brought Religi- 
on and the Miniſters of it,, into Contempt; 
have wrought up in the Minds of great Num- 
bers a Diſregard to the Chriſtian Religion, 
and Indifference to all Religion; thus intro- 

ducing 


Principles at all, and the moſt abandon'd Li- 


. contend for, ſhould grow remiſs and careleſs; 


664) 8 
ducing the looſeſt Principles or rather no 


centiouineſs, under pretence of maintaining uni- 
verſal Liberty, and a juſt and manly ee 
dom of Thought. They wiſely conſider that 

when Men grow indifferent about Relig ion it- 
ſelf, they will not ſtruggle ſo bravely for the 
true. And thus that which paſſes for Free- 
thinking, is made to contribute to introduce 
Popery. It is greatly to be lamented that 
Proteſtants, who have ſo excellent a Cauſe to 


whilſt the common Enemy induſtriouſſy 
watches every Opportunity to profit by our 
Diviſions, to blow a Spark into a Flame, 
make every Breach wider, reap infinite Ad- 
vantages from our Misfortunes; and equally 
improve by our Zeal for Religion, or Indi- 
ference to it. —_ : | 
Then let us reſolve on this Occaſion, to 
make a. noble Stand againſt that rapid Tor- 
rent of Popery and Arbitrary Power, which 
now ſeems ruſhing in upon us, and be deter- 
mined rather to die, than deſiſt from, the glo- 
rious Enterprize; and not daſtardly give up 
all to the impious Invaders, nor be branded 
by all Poſterity, as Cowards, and the Betray- 
ers of the Liberties ot their Country, #s Men 
who had better not have been the Inftruments 
of their Bcing, unleſs with Life they could 


have tranſmitted their loſt Privileges, Surely 


no. I hope better Things of us: we have not 
” 10 


G (6% ) 
ſo learned the AP fc of what we , poſlels; | 
ly, we are not O ung grateful, t our great er 
ne factor; o amigo of the Memas⸗ we en- 
joy under ſo good a ie us not for- 
get the Exam mple of our brave Angeſtors, who 16 
— . themſelves in, this gloriogs Cauſe, and 
have left us anoble Legacy; ; and ſhall we tame 
give it up? Conſider your ſuffering gun diſtreſſe 
wee ping, bleeding Country; think of your 
Friends, your Children, what, ae await 
them from their implaca ble E dnemies i if th 
erſiſt i in the 7 ruth, but how m ch greater 5 
isfortupe, if thro” Ho pe of. ayour, or F 
of a Ten wen they play the Hy; pocrite, meap- 
ly deſert the true Religion, and nals: hip wieck 
of Faith and a T Cunſcienc * demember 
the Eyes of all Europe are upon us; upon our 
Coaduc in this Time 9 Trial depends all that's 
great and good under Heaven: Surely then we 
ſhall reſolve, not to ſce the general Rain, while 
there is one Proteſtant Engliſhman left. ' Many 
have wiſh'd for Opportunities of ſhe wing "their 
publick Virtue, and diſintereſted: Goodneis; 
here then is a great Occafion to demonftere 
their true Patriotiſm. | 
Nor are the Principles of our Holy Religin 
wanting to inſpire us with a becom 
Fortitude and - Reſolution, even bey ond 45 
that Greece or Rome could boaſt; tho 1 wauld 
not rob even them, of their jaft Praiſe. *. . 
1 Chhriſtianity 
Dla & Decorum pro Patria mari Hor. 
Nan igitur Patris grefat omnibus Oficiir® den vero. 
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_ «Chriſtianity fills the Heart with higher, ind 
nobler Sentiments, and breaths a more diffu- or 
ſive Spirit of Benevolence than was ever known 
in the World before; not only enjoins Submiſſi- 
on and Obedience to every good Govern- 
ment, but in its very Nature encourages the 
Love of our Country, as far as it is conſiſtent 
with the Love we owe to all our Fellow-Men, 
and when it is carried beyond this Rule of uni- 
verſal Goodwill, it degenerates into a Vice: 
But in our Circumſtances they are one and the 
Jame Thing, becauſe our Proſperity, and the 


9 


Liberties and Religion of ne neighbouring 


Nations ſeem neceſſarily connected. 10 
Then let us exert ourſelves with a Magna- 
nimity equal to the Goodneſs of our Cauſe; 
55 Wo Sy 1 
Is not the Love of our Country to be prefert'd to all other Cilices? 
Yes undoubtedly, CI cxRO. 7% 2689" : 8 
Sed cum omnia rati:ne animogue luſtraris, omnium focietatum nulla 
eſt gravior, nulla carior, quam ea guæ cum Republicd eft unicuigue 
moftrum : cari ſunt Parentes, eari Liberi, Pro,auqui, Familiares : ſeu 
omnis omnium Caritates Patria una complexa eft : pro qua qui; bonus 
dubitet mortem oppetere, fi ei fit profuturus* Duo eff dete/tabilior 
z/lorum Immanitas,- qui lacerarunt omni ſcelere Patriam, & in ca 
undi us delenda accupati & junt, Ef fuerunt. 72104 
This whole Paſſage is ſo exceeding beautiful, and ſo well ſuited to 
the preſent Times, that I could not help tranſcribing it entire. And 
Wich I thus tranſlate. ——- But when you have throughly con- 
Adered all Things, you will find, that of all Relations, there is none 
of more Importance, none dearer than that which we all have to the 
Common Wealth: Our Parents are dear, our Children dear, our 
Relations, our familiar Friends ; but our Country alone includes all 
theſe Endearments ; for which, what good Man would ſcruple to 
lay down his Life, in order to procure any Advantage to it? Upon 
which Account, their Cruelty is the more deteſtable, who have torn 
In pieces their Country by all Manner of Crimes, and who have 
been, and yer are employed in working its Deſtruction. 
5 Vi. Cicero de. Officiis. 5. 94+ Edit. Grev, 


and the Approbation of our God. 
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ind if we have any Regard to God, any Love 
or Fear of God, or Concern for his true Worſhip 
and Service, if we have any Regard for. our Re- 
deemer; and his ſpiritual Kingdom, or Value for 
the rational Religion we profeſs, in oppolition to 
the falſe Gloſſes and Corruptions of Popery; if 
ve have any Concern for ourſelves, ouf Fa- 
milies, our Friends, our dear Country; for 
the Trade, Proſperity and Independency of the 
Nation; its Safety, Happineſs and Glory; or 
for the Liberties of Europe. for the preſent Age 
or all Poſterity; for our Honour, our Character, 
or even our Fortunes, for the Welfare of our Bo- 
dies, or the Salvation of our Souls; in ſhort ſor 
all our Intereſts, in Time or Eternity 
Here Language fails, and human Ideas are not 
adæquate to ſo great a Subject; without the 
Tongue of an Angel, it is impoſſible to expreſs 
the Greatneſs of the Miſchief we have to fear, 
or the Greatneſs of the Good we have to loſe. 
I dare venture to aſſert it is the Cauſe of God 
himſelf, and we muſt have the. beſt Wiſhes of 
the better Part of the Intelligent World ; when 
they are defeated, every good Man on Earth 
will rejoice, and the Inhabitants of Heaven will 
be glad. Then, «conſcious, of our Integrity 
and the Righteouſneſs--of our Cauſe, we may 
33 live with Honour, and dic with Satiſ- 
faction, ſecure of the Applauſes of all honeſt and 
virtuous Men, nay, the Admiration of Angels 


* 
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If then we act in this great Affair with that 
e I 2 Fi 
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Firmneſs and Conſtaney that beconies us}; tha 

not out Buſinek to. preſcribe Rules for the 
Condy@ ef Dine Providence, yer i we de 
ur Ureter and Wait the Event inan hum 
Bande, and due Submiſſion to: the 

God, we have teat Reaſtm te hopez 
iche oh Mirted Powers of all our Enemies 
2 Noe toideftroy us. France; and 

aii Nome, and Heilt ſhall not overchme: 
God Will be fot us, and it matters not B 
Fa aint us. a 10 0 e 577 10} 
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